 
[image: image1.png]




                                                    RED = New entry

Today’s Congressional Floor Action 

The Senate convened at 1000 today and the House convened at 0900 today. 
Hearings
None of Interest. 
Meetings/Briefings/Events 

17 Dec- CMC Lunch w/ Sen Inouye; Time: 1115; POC: John Daly
Legislation

FY10 Defense Authorization (H.R. 2647) –  25 June – Passed House by vote 389-22-1.  6 July – Bill sent to Senate for consideration.  23 July –passed Senate by vote 87 – 7.  28 July - House and Senate have designated conferees to resolve differences in House and Senate version of the bill.  8 Oct- House adopted Conference Report by vote of 281-146.  22 Oct – Senate adopted Conference Report by vote of 68-29 (awaiting consideration/approval of the President).  28 Oct – FY10 NDAA signed into law by the President (became Public Law, PL 111-84, 123 Stat. 2190).  The full Conference Report can be viewed at http://armedservices.house.gov/. 
FY10 Defense Appropriations (H.R.3326) – 9 June - HAC Defense Subcommittee held hearings on draft bill.  16 July - HAC Defense Subcommittee completed mark up.  22 July - HAC approved a $636.3 billion fiscal 2010 defense appropriations bill. 30 July - House passed H.R. 3326, by vote of 400-30.  3 Aug -Referred to Senate Committee on Appropriations.  9 Sep-SAC Defense Subcommittee mark up.  10 Sep- SAC consideration and mark up of bill; 30-0 vote to report favorably to full Senate.  6 Oct – Senate passed by vote of 93-7.  16 Dec– House expected to vote on bill agreed to by House and Senate appropriators, which includes $636 billion in defense spending and provisions extending expiring programs.
Legislative Branch Appropriations/Continuing Appropriations resolution (P.L. 111-68) – 1 Oct – President signed into law P.L. 111-68 that funds the federal government through October 31, 2009 at FY09 levels, to include providing an increase in veterans health care, funding $2.5 million to continue the Wounded Warrior Program, and extending authorizations for some expiring programs (such as stop loss payment to troops).   28 Oct- The President signed P.L. 111-316 into law which extended the continuing appropriations resolution (P.L.111-168) 
through 18 Dec.  16 Dec– House expected to vote on continuing appropriations resolution (H.J.Res.64) to fund the DoD through 23 Dec.
Other Legislation of Interest – 
H.R.4051 : Would provide for the award of a military service medal to members of the Armed Forces who served honorably during the Cold War. (introduced 11/6/2009)  Latest Major Action: 11/18/2009 Referred to the Subcommittee on Military Personnel.
H.R.4180 : Would include the disclosure of sexual orientation by a member of the Armed Forces to a Member of Congress as a lawful and protected communication and to prohibit retaliatory personnel actions against members of the Armed Forces who make such a disclosure in a Congressional hearing or who testify, for or against, the policy concerning homosexuality in the Armed Forces.  (introduced 12/2/2009)  Latest Major Action: 12/2/2009 Referred to the House Committee on Armed Services.
H.R.4267 : Would extend whistleblower protections to a member of the Armed Forces who alerts Department of Defense investigation or law enforcement organizations, a person or organization in the member's chain of command, and certain other persons or entities about the potentially dangerous ideologically based threats or actions of another member against United States interests or security. (introduced 12/10/2009) Latest Major Action: 12/10/2009 Referred to the House Committee on Armed Services.

H.R.4269 : Would require the Secretary of Defense to use only human-based methods for training members of the Armed Forces in the treatment of severe combat and chemical and biological injuries. (introduced 12/10/2009) Latest Major Action: 12/10/2009 Referred to the House Committee on Armed Services.

H.R.4279 : Would authorize accelerated payments of educational assistance to certain veterans and members of the reserve components of the Armed Forces.(introduced 12/10/2009) Latest Major Action: 12/10/2009 Referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs and Committee on Armed Services.
S.475 : Would amend the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act to guarantee the equity of spouses of military personnel with regard to matters of residency.  (introduced 2/25/2009)  Latest Major Action: 11/11/2009 Signed into law by the President (Public Law, PL 111-97, 123 Stat. 3007).
S.1102 : A bill to provide benefits to domestic partners of Federal employees.
(introduced 5/20/2009) Latest Major Action: 12/16/2009 Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs consideration.  SD-342. 10:00 a.m.
Articles/reports of Interest
Defense Appropriations Bill Comes as Calendar Crowded by Healthcare Debate 
(TheHill.com)…Roxana Tiron
The House is likely to vote on the final 2010 defense appropriations bill by midweek, putting the ball in the Senate’s court, where scheduling a vote could be more complicated because of the healthcare debate.
http://thehill.com/homenews/senate/71997-defense-bill-comes-as-calendar-crowded-by-healthcare-debate
Defense Bill Breathes New Life into Canceled Programs 
(CongressDaily)…Megan Scully and Humberto Sanchez 

House and Senate negotiators on the fiscal 2010 Defense Appropriations bill have rejected some of President Obama's biggest military spending cuts, agreeing to a $636.3 billion measure that continues an unwanted second engine program for the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter and buys 10 unrequested C-17 cargo planes, an appropriations aide said on Monday.

http://www.govexec.com/dailyfed/1209/121509cdam1.htm?oref=snews_60 

Asians Drive Recruiting Boom
(Los Angeles Times)...Teresa Watanabe
...Asians have traditionally joined the military at the lowest rate among all races. But lured by job security, enhanced tuition aid and, for some immigrants, the chance for U.S. citizenship, Asians this year made up 22% of all active-duty recruits, nearly twice their proportion in the Los Angeles County population.

http://ebird.osd.mil/ebfiles/e20091216722838.html 

Ethics Issue Halts Military Contract
(Washington Times)...Tom LoBianco
Work on a high-priority project to integrate the Pentagon and Department of Veterans Affairs health care systems has been delayed by up to two years because of a "potentially unethical" relationship between a government staffer and a contractor, according to an internal Pentagon report obtained by The Washington Times.

http://ebird.osd.mil/ebfiles/e20091216722804.html
Senators: Army Needs Better Info About Soldiers 
(CongressDaily)…Chris Strohm

Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Chairman Joseph Lieberman, I-Conn., and ranking member Susan Collins, R-Maine, on Tuesday said the Army needs to update its regulations governing the collection and sharing of personnel information, a conclusion they reached after a classified briefing with senior Defense Department officials about last month's shooting rampage at Fort Hood, Texas.

http://www.govexec.com/dailyfed/1209/121509cdpm1.htm?oref=snews_60 

Officials Seek Feedback on Family Programs 
(American Forces Press Service)… Elaine Wilson
Defense officials have launched virtual “listening sessions” in hopes of gaining more insight into the effectiveness of military family programs, a Pentagon official said today.
http://www.defense.gov//news/newsarticle.aspx?id=57138 
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