Q – What has changed in FY10? 

A – Besides the amounts there have been two major changes.

    1. The long term bonus only goes to 15YCS vice 16YCS

    2. There is no more early eligibility.

       …ie you must be complete or complete your initial contract from your winging date during FY10.

Q – Can I send my package before I’m eligible?

A – Yes, and that is preferred. Scan and email your package and your amounts will be calculated from the day you are initial contract complete which will get you the most money.

Q – How do I determine how much I will be paid?

A – Take your date you accepted your commission and figure out when your 15 YCS mark is. Then look at your initial contract completion date and determine how many months it is until you reach your 15 year mark.
    For instance…

    -You were commissioned August 22nd 2002 then your 15 year mark is August 2017.

    -You were winged April 10th 2004 as a RW pilot with a 6 year contract that ends April of 2010. 
    -From April 2010 to August 2017= 89 months. 

    -The FY10 amount for you is 17,000 annually. 

    -17000/12(months in a year)=$1417 (rounded) a month
    -89x1417= $126,113.00<--- this is your total amount paid annually at $17,000 increments until the year before your last. The last day you are on your contract you will be paid for the pro rated portion.      

Q - If I took the bonus and then two years from now decided I wanted to leave the Marine Corps, are you able to pay the bonus back in order to null the contract?

A - No, once you accept the bonus you are obligated until 13 YCS is complete for the "short term" or 15 yrs of service is complete for the "long term".  Please refer to the current MARADMIN for other terms and conditions that need to be met while receiving ACP. 

Q - What is FAP?  

A - Financial Assistance Program; Most officers that go through the PLC Program accept FAP to help pay for school.  If you are unsure whether you accepted the FAP or not please contact your S-1 Shop to see if you have a balance.  They can check MCTFS (3270) screen D974.  If you have a balance it adds six months on to your original date of eligibility for ACP.

Q - How do I pay back FAP so I can receive my bonus?

A - If you have a balance and would like to pay it off so you will be eligible to apply for ACP please contact GySgt Lozoya, Yolanda at Marine Corps Recruiting Command (yolanda.lozoya@marines.usmc.mil).  She will let you know the steps to take to pay the existing balance.

Q - How long will it be until I receive the first installment of my bonus?

A - Usually it takes 15 to 30 days to receive your first payment

Q - Can letters requesting ACP be sent to your office electronically via a scanned PDF document or do they need to be mailed in via the postal service?

A – Scanned and emailed to ACPA@usmc.mil is the preferred method. However, fax with a follow up phone call is acceptable. 
