Director of Intelligence
Recommended Reading List 
 The Marine Corps Recommended Reading List is intended to encourage Marines of all ranks and specialties to develop a more comprehensive understanding and appreciation of the world of intelligence as a whole. It is also meant to define those works that assist in achieving practical technical mastery leading to success in Marine Corps tactical intelligence.  The list is divided into four categories: 
· Intelligence — Fact and Fiction: This category contains novels and/or first person accounts. They are stories as opposed to historical or scholarly analyses. Nonetheless, they serve to unveil the cloak of mystery that surrounds the fascinating world of intelligence. 
· Intelligence Issues — Tactical to Strategic: 
This is the “historical analysis” category, comprised of books that analyze the role of intelligence in major historical battles or events. 
· The Profession of Intelligence: 
The is the “scholarly analysis” category – containing those books that are essential for Marine intelligence personnel to read and master in order to be proficient in their field; these complement existing service doctrinal, warfighting, and reference publications. 
· Emerging Intelligence Issues: 
This final category focuses on emerging roles and issues for intelligence. It is intelligence you can put to use in your current jobs. The reading list is almost exclusively confined to intelligence topics. While there are many subjects that intelligence Marines should understand (such as military history, maneuver warfare, command and control, and contemporary national security and military challenges to name but a few), these are best left for the Marine Corps Reading List to include. 
 Director of Intelligence Recommendation 
 The Perfect Spy. By John Le Carre. New York: Pocket Books, April 2000. 
"This book is a bit unusual in the sense that it is first "fiction", and second, aimed at our HUMINT audience. I consider it 'required' reading for all case officers and anyone who is in the business of eliciting information or being elicited for information. It highlights the dangers one encounters in a very persuasive way. An absolutely riveting account of the perils of espionage." 
 — BGEN MICHAEL E. ENNIS
Director of Intelligence
Headquarters, U.S. Marine Corps 
 Intelligence — Fact and Fiction 
 Intelligence, particularly the operational aspects fascinates and intrigues both the professional and the public. Real-world intelligence operations, at times complex, arcane and unique, stretch the imagination and read like fiction (Baer, Clarke, and Mendez). Fiction, on the other hand, can at times describe an organization and its culture in a way that rivals a scholarly treatment (Littell) or describe tradecraft and intelligence practices in a more memorable manner than a training manual (LeCarre). These following books best illustrate these attributes as well as discussing and describing operational capabilities across the spectrum of the intelligence activities from national level HUMINT to operational and tactical level collection activities (amphibious reconnaissance). 
· The Interrogator: The Story of Hanns Joachim Scharff, Master Interrogator of the Luftwaffe. By Raymond F. Toliver. Altgen, PA: Schiffer Military History, 1997. 
 Scharff was legendary in his ability to use SIGINT intercepts and captured document exploitation to help interrogate shot down Allied pilots. His method also was unusual in that he quickly befriended his captives and remained close even after the Second World War, yet he was very effective in eliciting intelligence information. 
· The Secrets of Inchon: The Untold Story of the Most Daring Covert Mission of the Korean War. By Eugene Franklin Clark, Commander, USN. New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 2002. 
Despite the sensationalist title, this is an outstanding treatment of how one reconnaissance team provided essential tactical intelligence. Navy Lieutenant Clark penetrated into the enemy defenses of the Inchon area and provided intelligence information critical to the success of the Marine landings in September of 1950. 
· The Marines of Autumn. By James Brady. New York: St. Martin’s Press, 2001. 
A tale of a Marine officer linguist supporting the Korean War effort, caught up in the maelstrom that was the winter of 1950/1951. While a work of fiction, this work by Chosin Reservoir veteran Brady paints a dark picture of American intelligence during the Chinese intervention. His experiences lend an aura of authenticity to the narrative and make it a gripping read. 
· Body of Secrets: Anatomy of the Ultra-Secret National Security Agency From the Cold War Through the Dawn of a New Century. By James Bamford. New York: Doubleday and Company, Incorporated, 2001. 
Best when read with his 1982 work, The Puzzle Palace; together the two books provide the definite unclassified history of the National Security Agency (NSA) and U.S. Signals Intelligence operations. No other works are as comprehensive (and controversial). 
· Licensed to Spy: With the Top Secret Military Liaison Mission in East Germany. By John A. Fahey. Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press, 2002. 
The author was the last Navy officer assigned to the United States Military Liaison Mission (USMLM) in Potsdam, East Germany, an organization that played a unique and critical role in the Cold War period. Officially, it served as the liaison to the Group of Soviet Forces Germany (GSFG). Unofficially, they conducted mobile reconnaissance and intelligence gathering on the 20 Soviet Divisions and 24 Soviet Air Wings in what was then known as the German Democratic Republic. When LCDR Fahey left the billet in 1962 he was replaced by a Marine Officer and Marines continued to fill the billet until the disestablishment of USMLM in 1992. A number of Marine intelligence officers, including John Guenther, Jerry Huml, Mike Ennis and Jim Rickard served in this billet. 
· VENONA: Soviet Espionage and the American Response. Robert Louis Benson and Michael Warner, Editors. Washington, D. C. National Security Agency and the Central Intelligence Agency, 1996 
This official and superb description of the VENONA project discusses the decrypts, related documents, and provides a chronology. There is no other intelligence-related event that had the dramatic consequences of VENONA release. The official publication made available in August 1966 described the extensive Soviet espionage effort in the WWII and beyond years and showed conclusively the Soviet penetration of the White House, the atomic energy program, FDR's cabinet, and even the OSS. Doubts about the Rosenbergs, Hiss, White (Treasury), and the true nature of the American Communist Party were dispelled forever. VENONA also had impact on the UK, Canada, and Australia. The official report and the books that followed further demonstrated the superb long term SIGINT effort, the further melding of SIGINT with CI data, and the stringent dissemination restrictions imposed on the VENONA product. Readers can complement this official report by various books on the topic, most recently and one of the best being The Venona Secrets by Romerstein and Breindel. 
· Spy Dust: Two Masters of Disguise Reveal the Tools and the Operations That Helped Win the Cold War. By Antonio and Jonna Mendez. New York: Atria Books, 2002. 
These two former CIA case officers and technical tradecraft specialists describe the challenges of clandestinely collecting intelligence against difficult targets in a most challenging environment—Moscow in the mid-1980s. While this story reads like a novel, it is completely factual; the title refers to a technique the KGB used to successfully identify and track foreign intelligence agents in the USSR. 
· Blind Man’s Bluff: The Untold Story of American Submarine Espionage. By Sherry Sontag and Christopher Drew. New York: Public Affairs, 1998. 
A fascinating yet true tale of tapping Soviet undersea cables by American submarines A fascinating yet true tale of tapping Soviet undersea cables by American submarines during the Cold War.  Even more interesting were the efforts by several Office of Naval Intelligence analysts to detect and identify a suspected Department of the Navy mole—who turned out to be the infamous John Walker. 
· The Company: A Novel of the CIA. By Robert Littell. New York: The Overlook Press, 2002. 
While a work of historical fiction, Littell accurately portrays many of the challenges and dilemmas the CIA faced both in the field abroad and in Washington D.C. throughout its 40-year history.  The issues confronting the student and practitioner of intelligence can be viewed from various perspectives, historical, geographical, operational levels, introspective analysis, and relationship and relevance to the decision-maker. In the following selection, one can envision the issues from a battlefield perspective (Koch and Hays) or from a strategic location (Handel). Or, from an historical point of view, one could examine the different concepts and application of intelligence by several Civil War generals (Fishel) or, more recently, dissect the analytical and related failures of intelligence in a key battle of the war in Vietnam (Wirtz). One can then step back and project a look at the future and the wide range of intelligence issues that will dominate the 21st century (Johnson, Godson, and Wirtz). 
· The Secret War For the Union: The Untold Story of Military Intelligence in the Civil War. By Edwin C. Fishel. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1996. 
While there is some discussion of strategic intelligence issues, this work focuses on the impact of intelligence on campaigning. Very insightful, it does much to provide the reader an understanding of what information was available to commanders and explains--to some degree--why certain decisions were made. There are not many works that deal with the contributions of military intelligence to operational art—this is one of them. 
· G-2: Intelligence For Patton. By Brig. Gen. Oscar W. Koch and Robert G. Hays. Altgen, PA: Schiffer Military History, 1999. Atglen, PA: Schiffer Publishing, Ltd., 1999. 
Best read with FMFRP 12-16 Front Line Intelligence. Koch’s vignettes reinforce basic FMFRP 12-16 ideas and provide a very good model for the modern relationship between commander and intelligence officer. Perhaps most enlightening is understanding how Patton was ready to respond to the German offensive resulting in the Battle of the Bulge—his “2” had warned him ahead of time, seeing signs everyone else seems to have missed. 
· The Tet Offensive – Intelligence Failure in War. By James Wirtz. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1991. 
No apologist, Doctor Wirtz, the Chairman of the National Security Affairs Department at the Navy Post Graduate School, goes into extensive detail on how and why the U.S. missed the call on the Tet Offensive in Vietnam in 1968. A very well documented study paying particular attention to the tactical collection and analysis level. 
· Intelligence and Military Operations. By Michael Handel, Editor. London: Frank Cass & Co. Ltd., 1990,  ISBN 0-7146-3331-3 or ISBN 0-7416-4060-3Pbk. 
This is a collection of outstanding studies of how intelligence can/should/did/did not support military operations. It begins with a treatise called "Intelligence and Military Operations" written by Michael Handel in which he provides a great summation of what intel can and can't do for commanders, the utility of intel at various levels (tactical, operational, and strategic), and the immortal quote, "Amateurs study tactics. Professionals study logistics, and those really in the know study intelligence." Handel's work is followed up by other pieces that illustrate his major points using historical examples to include cases from the Civil War. 
· See No Evil: A True Story of a Ground Soldier in CIA’s War on Terrorism. By Robert Baer. Crown, 2002. 
“His is the best, most detailed, and most current accounting of the decrepit dysfunctionality of the clandestine service…” – Robert Steele. Given the focus on the Global War On Terrorism, this book showcases the difficulty of adapting a bureaucratized approach to a fleeting, nimble adversary. 
· Traitors Among Us: Inside the Spy Catcher's World. By Colonel Stuart A. Herrington, USA. New York: Ballantine Books, Incorporated, 1999. 
This is the story of teamwork and cooperation between counterintelligence agents of the United States Army, the Central Intelligence Agency and the Federal Bureau of Investigation. It is also the hitherto untold story of how, even as the curtain descended on the long Cold War, American counterspies collaborated closely with German, Swedish, Austrian and Italian security officials to unmask traitors among us who were selling top secret plans for the defense of Europe. The lessons he provides are valuable not only for counterintelligence personnel, but also for senior intelligence officers, OPSEC officers, and commanders who must work in spite of a determined adversarial collection threat. 
The Profession of Intelligence 
 The following consists of those books that should be on every intelligence professional’s shelf; these works are considered as knowledge to be mastered. They cover lessons learned from the past and trends governing the not-to distant future. Among these are useful references and guides for thinking and communicating analytical judgments. 
·  Front Line Intelligence. By LtCol Stedman Chandler and Col Robert Robb. Washington, DC: Infantry Journal Press, 1946. Available at the S-2 Company online in .pdf format; see http://www.s2company.com/ 
This is the “bible” for tactical unit S-2 intelligence officers and specialists. While dated, much of the advice these two Army colonels provide still holds true. Essential reading for all intelligence Marines. 
· Force Recon Command: A Special Marine Unit in Vietnam, 1969-1970. By Alex Lee, LtCol USMC (Ret). Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press, 1995. 
While the book is a history of the development of Marine Force Reconnaissance in Vietnam, Lee provides a number of good tips on how to employ this asset (and how not to!) along the way. Along the way, the reader is treated to a number of other very useful observations candidly made by the author—this work is highly recommended. 
· Military Geography: For Professionals and the Public. By John M. Collins. Washington, D.C.: Brassey's Defense Publishers, July 1998. Also available from National University Press, March 1998 Edition, 
Washington D.C. Note that the Collins Geography book is available online at the NDU Press Books. URL is: http://www.ndu.edu/inss/books/books.html 
 This is an essential reference for ground force intelligence specialists and contains a wealth of information and references on terrain and climate. While fairly technical, it is a must in understanding the influence of the environment on military operations. 
· Pearl Harbor: Warning and Decision. By Roberta Wohlstetter. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 1962 
This work is considered a classic in the literature of intelligence failures and surprise; it introduced the idea of signals and noise as posing both problems and opportunities in deriving indicators and understanding indications of attack. The book has this enduring value and has taken on more meaning given recent events. If the 9/11 event was, as many have described it, the Pearl Harbor of the New War on Terrorism or the Pearl Harbor of the New Millennia, then this is the work to read and reflect upon given our new post 9/11 context. 
· Surprise Attack: The Victim's Perspective. By Ephraim Kam. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1988. 
As with most intelligence books on analysis, this work deals at the operational and strategic levels of war. But the challenges intelligence analysts must deal with at these levels mirror those of the tactical intelligence specialists, especially in the face of enemy deception. This work well synthesizes earlier academic work on the subject. 
· Trust But Verify: Imagery Analysis in the Cold War. By David T. T. Lindgren. Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press, 2000. 
This is an outstanding survey of the contributions of imagery intelligence since World War II to the end of the Soviet Union. Professor's Lindgren's experience in the national intelligence imagery community shines through in this excellent work. The impact of imagery on national foreign policy is especially good. 
·  Psychology of Intelligence Analysis. By Richard J. Heuer, Jr. Washington, D.C.: Center for the Study of Intelligence, Central Intelligence Agency, 1999. Also available online at URL: 
http://www.odci.gov/csi/books/19104/index.html 
A slim volume of chapters on the various biases that can affect intelligence analysis and tools to combat them. Written primarily for strategic intelligence analysts, this work nevertheless has much to offer the tactical intelligence specialist. 
· The Thinker's Toolkit: 14 Powerful Techniques for Problem Solving. By Morgan D. Jones. Revised and Updated. New York: Random House, 1998. 
This former CIA analyst has compiled the "abc's" of general intelligence analysis in a small, useful volume.  All-source intelligence analysts will ignore this work at their peril; many intelligence errors and failures are due to an inability to master these techniques. 
· Strategic Intelligence for American World Power. By Sherman Kent. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1966. 
Written by the "grand old man" of the CIA's intelligence analysis community, this book lays out the fundamentals of strategic intelligence for those who must conduct it. No other work serves as such a comprehensive text for the subject. 
· The New Craft of Intelligence: Personal, Public, and Political.. By Robert Steele. Fairfax, VA: OSS Press, 2002. 
This book expands on Steele’s earlier work, On Intelligence. While that work aimed at influencing national legislation, this book is meant for both the interested layman and the intelligence professional. While there is some redundancy between the two books, Steele’s latest effort forecasts the kinds of information, organization, and skills that will be necessary to succeed doing intelligence in the 21st Century. His lists of open sources, book reviews, and web sites are especially valuable. 
· The Craft of Intelligence. By Allen Welsh Dulles. New York: Harper & Row, 1963. 
This is the standard, classic text on the subject and has stood the test of time despite advances in technology and the information age. Interestingly, Dulles puts heavy emphasis on open source intelligence in detecting important changes and trends. 
· Informal Logic: A Handbook for Critical Argumentation. By Douglas N. Walton. Cambridge, MA: Cambridge University Press, 1989. 
This is the best single-volume treatment of rhetorical logic, a subject so essential to argue a particular position or detect logical fallacies in opposing points of view. Strongly recommended for all-source intelligence analysts at any level--tactical, operational, or strategic. While there are other books on the subject, this one is the best. 
Emerging Intelligence Issues 
 This section contains books about the role of intelligence in traditional issues such as statecraft, decision-making, deception, security and policy, as well as in emerging issues information warfare and the information age. It is strategic intelligence that you can relate to and use. 
·  Informing Statecraft: Intelligence for a New Century. By Angelo Codevilla. New York: The Free Press, 1992. 
The book offers a close scrutiny of the people who have run intelligence to show that their practices have been so wrong-headed as to be excellent, albeit negative, illustrations of the basic principles of intelligence. Drawing on a broad range of exemplary successes and failures, including the war in the Gulf and other recent international developments, Codevilla presents detailed, nuanced analyses of the four elements of intelligence – collection, counterintelligence, covert action and analysis – and by breaking them into their components shows what works, what doesn’t work, and why. Formerly listed in the Marine Corps Mandatory Reading List. 
· Reshaping National Intelligence For An Age of Information. By Gregory Treverton. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2001. 
In this bold and penetrating study, Treverton, former Vice Chair of the National Intelligence Council and Senate investigator, offers his insider’s view on how intelligence gathering and analysis must change. He suggests why intelligence needs to be both contrarian, leaning against the conventional wisdom, and attentive to the longer term, leaning against the shrinking time horizons of Washington policy makers. 
· Strategic Denial and Deception, The Twenty-First Century Challenge. By Roy Godson & James Wirtz., Editors Transaction Publishers, New Brunswick, New Jersey 2002 
As foreign denial and deception threaten the interests of contemporary democracies, these strategic measures have emerged as a little understood challenge to the intelligence community. To gain advantages, adversaries seek to deny critical information about their own activities and capabilities and to deceive foreign governments. In recent years, Iraq, India, Somalia, Colombian criminal groups and terrorists have all used denial and deception successfully against the United States. Denial and deception is a low cost, potentially high impact way to level the military playing field. 
· Intelligence: From Secrets to Policy. By Mark M. Lowenthal. Washington D.C.: Congressional Quarterly Press, 2000. 
This is perhaps the best primer on strategic intelligence, written for the layman. Unlike Jeffery Richelson’s works with similar coverage, Lowenthal does not drown the reader in acronyms and the technical details.  
Recommended for those involved for the first time with “Beltway” intelligence and the national intelligence community. 
· Bombs, Bugs, Drugs, and Thugs: Intelligence and America’s Quest for Security. By Loch Johnson. New York: New York University Press, 2000. 
“The book is a tour d’horizon on both the deficiencies of today’s highly fragmented and bureaucratized archipelago of independent fiefdoms, as well as the ‘new intelligence agenda’ that places public health and the environment near the top of the list of topics to be covered by spies and satellites.” -- Robert D. Steele. 
· Thinking in Time: The Uses of History for Decision Makers. By Richard E. Neustadt and Ernest R. May. New York: The Free Press, 1988. 
Given that military leaders are just as prone to reason from historical analogy as are political figures, this book provides practical warnings and guidance for those intelligence analysts arguing their perspectives from such a standpoint. While others have attempted to build upon this work (e.g., Jeffrey Record’s Making War, Thinking History), Neustadt’s and May’s works remains the best. 
The Armed Forces Reading List identifies recommended reading for all services. 
  
 
 
