Gunnery Sergeant Michael A. Collins
[image: ]Gunnery Sergeant Michael A. Collins was born and raised in Amite, LA. He enlisted in June 1998 and underwent recruit training at Kilo Company, 3rd Recruit Training Battalion, Marine Corps Recruit Depot, San Diego, CA. He was meritorious promoted to Private First Class.
In April 1999, Gunnery Sergeant Collins completed Metal Worker School at Aberdeen Proving Grounds, MD. He was ordered to 2nd Tank Battalion, Camp LeJeune, NC. He served as the Welding Shop Non-commissioned Officer in Charge and a crewman on the M88 tank recovery vehicle.
Gunnery Sergeant Collins was transferred in September 2002 to Marine Wing Support Squadron 374, Marine Wing Support Group 37, Twenty-nine Palms, CA. He held many billets within Heavy Equipment Platoon from Training Non-Commissioned Officer in Charge to Platoon Sergeant and completed a combat deployment in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom II.
In October of 2004, Gunnery Sergeant Collins received orders to Recruiters School, Marine Corps Recruit Depot, San Diego, CA. Upon completion of Recruiter School he was assigned to the 6th Marine Corps District, Recruiting Station Fort Lauderdale, FL. He was a Canvassing Recruiter at Recruiting Sub-station Ft. Pierce, FL and was selected as the FY 2005 Rookie Recruiter of the Year. He also served as the Station Commander for Recruiting Stations Del Ray Beach, FL, West Palm Beach, FL and was promoted to Staff Sergeant on March 1, 2006.
In May 2008, Gunnery Sergeant Collins was assigned to Landing Support Company, Combat Logistics Regiment 27. He served as the Heavy Equipment Platoon Officer in Charge and Company Gunnery Sergeant.
In March 2009, Gunnery Sergeant Collins was given temporary additional duty orders to Combat Logistics Battalion 8, Combat Logistics Regiment 2, 2D Marine Expeditionary Brigade, Afghanistan.  He served as a Platoon Sergeant and Company Gunnery Sergeant. During this assignment he completed a combat deployment in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.
In July 2010, Staff Sergeant Collins was given temporary additional duty orders to Combat Logistics Battalion 26 (CLB 26), were he completed a deployment with the 26th Marine Expeditionary Unit as the CLB 26 Current Operations Chief onboard the USS Ponce and subsequently held the billet of Battalion Operations Chief.
Gunnery Sergeant Collins was promoted to his current rank on August 1, 2011.  
Gunnery Sergeant Collins was transferred from Landing Support Company, Combat Logistics Regiment 27, to General Support Maintenance Company, Combat Logistics Regiment 25 in October 2011. He served as the Support Platoon Maintenance Chief and Company Maintenance Management Chief.
In June 2012, Gunnery Sergeant Collins received orders to Headquarters Marine Corps for service with Manpower Management Support Branch (MMSB-50) where he is currently serving as an Enlisted Career Counselor.
His personal awards include the Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal, Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal with Silver Star in lieu of sixth award and Combat Action Ribbon.
Gunnery Sergeant Collins is married to Shlonda Collins and they have two children Michael, Jr. (9) and Jada (7).
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